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coloured each wordless breath. A moment later he
masked his heart again under the ferocity of his Gascon
pride. Fluent transition from mood to mood was one of
Mansfield's finest gifts. The return of the cadets, the
arrival of the Comte de Guiche and his suite, the crowd-
ing, curious mob that packed the shop, composed a superb
picture. The verses of the presentation of the cadets was
his own translation. He packed it with consonants and
bristling syllables, especially in the terminals, so that the
words crackled like the splutter of musketry:

These are the Cadets of Gascoigne,
Of Carbon de Castel-Jaloux,
Brawlers and liars the throng,
These are the Cadets of Gascoigne!
Brag halbert and rapier and thong,
With blood that is bluest of blue,
These are the Cadets of Gascoigne,
Of Carbon de Castel-Jaloux.
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